
Cogongrass in Georgia 

An EDRR Success 

Dave Moorhead, 

 University of Georgia 

Mark McClure, James Johnson, Chip Bates,  

Georgia Forestry Commission 



Numbers 

• 37 million 
• 24.4 million 
• 188 
• 4,356 
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1994 to 2004 - fewer than 10 known cogongrass spots 

 



2004 Mitchell County  
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Cogongrass Training 

• 2005 – UGA Cogongrass Training 
– 83 attendees from UGA, GFC, APHIS, GDA, 

DNR 

 

 



Cogongrass Support 

• 2004 - Georgia Forestry Commission  
receives invasive species grant from  
US Forest Service, Forest Health 
Protection/State & Private Forestry  
– Forest Health Specialists,  Education & 

Eradication Efforts 
• 2005 - State Task Force formed 

 
 
 



Cogongrass Training 
• 2005 – UGA Cogongrass Training 

– UGA, GFC, APHIS, GDA, DNR 

 

• 2006 – ROW Training 
– Georgia DOT, County Road Crews 

 
• 2005 to 2013 - Loggers, Tree Planters, 

Utilities, Foresters, Land Managers, 
Homeowner programs 
– 1,000 presentations to 50,000+ 

 
 











2008 State MOU 
Cogongrass WMA 

• 1. GFC – education, detection, field 
 visits, eradication treatments 

• 2. UGA – education, detection, web 
 support, publications 

• 3. USDA APHIS (PPQ) – detection, 
 eradication  treatments 

• 4. U.S. Forest Service – funding, 
 education 
 



2008 State MOU 
Cogongrass WMA 

• 5. Jones Ecological Center – education, 
 outreach 
 

• 6. Georgia Department of Agriculture – 
 plant industry regulation, enforcement 
 

• 7. Mark Atwater – Weed Control Unlimited, 
 Inc 



Cogongrass Support 

• 2008 – Georgia Department of 
Agriculture  specifically bans Red 
Baron & any ‘cultivar’ in the Genus 
Imperata for sale in GA 
 
 
 



Art Miller, APHIS, PPQ 

1994 to 2004 - fewer than 10 known cogongrass spots 

 









Cogongrass Infestations in Georgia 

Summary of Georgia 

Cogongrass Sites: 

•719 Locations (4/17/13) 

•53 Counties 

•188 acres total 

•All sites are being 
treated! 



Reports of Cogongrass as of  4-17-2013 

Title 1994-2006:     59 total sites 
 
2007: 37 sites reported;  96 total sites 
 
2008: 131 sites reported;  227 total sites 
 
2009: 110 sites reported;  337 total sites 
 
2010: 135 sites reported;  472 total sites 
 
2011: 130 sites reported;  602 total sites 
 
2012:  87 sites reported:  689 total sites 
 
2013:  30 sites reported:  719 total sites 
 



Georgia Counties with Known Cogongrass 
Infestations 

•  Atkinson 1 

•   Baker  23 

•   Barrow 1 

•   Brantley  4 

•   Brooks 12 

•   Bullock 1 

•   Calhoun  10 

•   Camden 2 

•   Carroll 49 

•   Catoosa 2 

•   Charlton 24 

•   Chattahooche  3  

•   Clarke 1 

•   Clay  1 

•   Clinch  2 

•   Cobb  1 

•   Colquitt 8  

•  Cowetta   1 

•   Crawford   3 

•   Crisp    1  

•   Decatur   159 

•   DeKalb   1 

•   Dougherty   3 

•   Douglas   1 

•   Early     65 

•   Echols     8 

•   Grady      55 

•   Haralson   3 

•   Heard      1  

•   Lee    2 

•   Lowndes   1 

•   Marion   9 

•   McDuffie   1 

•   Meriwether    1    

•   Miller      33  

•  Mitchell 27 

•   Muscogee 1 

•   Newton 1 

•   Paulding 2 

•   Pike  3 

•   Randolph 7 

•   Richmond 3 

•   Seminole 82 

•   Stewart 3 

•   Talbot  8 

•   Telfair  2 

•   Terrell  7 

•   Thomas 51 

•   Troup  4 

•   Turner 1 

•   Upson  1 

•   Ware  1 

•   Worth  22 

53 of GA’s 159 counties with a total of 719 sites as of April 17, 2013 ranging in size from 

<0.1 to >10.0 acres totaling 187.7 acres 





Pine timber   71.3% 

Right-of-ways  21.2% 

Open    5.0% 

Yard    1.0% 

Planted   1.1% 

Food plots   0.4% 

Logging Equipment and a small number of tree planter introductions. 

R-O-W includes both highway and powerline. 

Open includes pastures, pond dams, woods roads, landfill, barrow pit and baseball field. 

Yard includes flower beds & balled landscape trees. 

Planted-planted as pasture decades back. 

 

 

 

Cogongrass locations 



Loblolly pine 
1-3% Chopper® + 1% glyphosate (Accord XRT II)+ 1% surfactant (Dyne-a-pak) 

 

1-1.5% Arsenal AC® + 1% glyphosate (Accord XRT II)+ 1% surfactant (Dyne-a-pak) 

 

Slash & Longleaf Pine 
1.0% Chopper ® + 3% glyphosate  (Accord XRT II)+ 1% surfactant (Dyne-a-pak) 

 

Hardwood Sites 
3-4% glyphosate  (Accord XRT II)+ 1% surfactant (Dyne-a-pak) 

 

•Treatments being made mid-May thru October.  

  

•If possible, burn in winter prior to spraying to remove dense litter layer. 

 

•Monitor annually for 5+ years 

Herbicide Treatments & Monitoring 



Cogongrass Success 

Pre-treatment 



2-3 months after first year treatment 



1 year after treatment 



2 years after herbicide treatment 





Year 1 Negative 134  18.5% 
Year 2 Negative 137  19.1% 
Eradicated  224  31.2% 
Active   224  31.2% 
TOTAL   719  100.0% 
 
 
 
 
 

Status of Cogongrass spots (4/17/13) 



Numbers 

• 37 million acres in Georgia 
• 24.4 million acres of forest lands 
• 188 acres of cogongrass spots 
• 4,356 square feet = average infestation 

 

 



It does not just alter the Web-of-Life 

It Replaces it with a Lime-Green Biological Desert 
Jim Miller, Nov 2011 



Special Thanks 
The Georgia Forestry Commission & its partners involved with 

cogongrass education, detection & eradication in Georgia thank 

the U.S. Forest Service for its support and financial assistance in 

making cogongrass  EDRR a success story in Georgia. 


